Response to Chuck Goudie Request for an Interview

We respectfully decline your request for an interview with Commissioner John F. Spatz, Jr.  

We do not think it appropriate to publicly discuss the work history of an employee in good standing with the City of Chicago. 
We would note that Mr. Henderson’s hiring predates the merger of the Departments of Water and Sewers.  He was hired in November, 1996, as a Sewer Laborer.  After five years of experience, he was promoted to House Drain Inspector in March, 2002. 

We also would point out that Mr. Henderson meets all qualifications for the job he has held for seven years (see below).
We will not comment on testimony given in a criminal case.

We also understand that you have inquired of Mr. Henderson’s about his attendance at a Cubs’ game on April 23rd.  We have looked into this and determined that he met the customer’s contractor on that date for the televising of the private drain at 6631 W. Albion (the first call to 3-1-1 did not come in until April 30th).  The contractor’s equipment was not working properly, so Mr. Henderson was told he would receive a call when the contractor was ready to proceed.  Mr. Henderson had made prior arrangements for a half-day of vacation that day, and he took it.  The call from the contractor did not come until days later.

With respect to the parking placard: Our Plumbing Inspectors and House Drain Inspectors are issued such placards, along with clear and extensive instructions.  The placards are to be used only for temporary parking on residential streets where parking permits are required.  They are explicitly prohibited from using them at parking meters or outside of their official duties and work hours.  Each employee signs for the placard and is responsible for its appropriate use.  It remains property of the City of Chicago. 

CLASS TITLE: House Drain Inspector

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS

Training and Experience.  Two years of progressively responsible experience in the inspection or construction and repair of drains and sewers, or an equivalent combination of training and experience.  A valid State of Illinois driver’s license is required.

Knowledge, Abilities and Skill. Knowledge of sewer and drain construction methods and materials.  Knowledge of applicable provisions of the Municipal Code.  Knowledge of departmental rules and regulations. 

Ability to read and interpret blueprints.  Ability to prepare simple reports. Ability to use appropriate instruments to determine line and grade for drains.  

Skill in dealing effectively and courteously with the general public.  Skill in the application of the methods and procedures of sewer and drain inspections.  Skill in following oral and written instructions. 

